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3.4 Million Passengers have been
handled in Iranian Ports from
March to September, 2010

B}r handling 3.4 million passengers
in the ports around the country the
shipping industry registered 8 percent
growth during the first half of Iranian
year (March to September, 2010).
During the same period 1,789,313
passengers entered lranian ports and
1,694,252 passengers departed the ports,
registering 11.6% growth.

Pohl and Laft, Lengeh and Qeshm ports
have registered 21.5%, 18.2% and 11.9%%
growth perspectively whereas Shaheed
Bahonar and Abadan ports faced 70 (o 40
percent shortages of passengers during
the same period.



Regular Shipping Line to be
launched between Bandar Abbas
and Latakia Ports

“The cost of land transportation from
Syria to Iran 18 over 1200 dollars per
truck, which is too high and it 15 necessary
to launch a regular shipping line between
Bandar Abbas and Latakia port in Syria,”
said H. Javad, the head of the Syrian
delegation in the joint Iran-5yria Trade
Commission.

According to our reporter, during the
meeting with Babak Afqahi, the head of
Trade Promotion Organization of Iran,
Javad sad: the cost of land transportation
from Syna to Iran 15 over 1200 dollars
per truck and marine transportation is a
cheaper and better altemative.

The head of the Syrian delegation called
on Iranian authorities to set up a permanent
fair space in Iran for exhibition of Syran
and vice versa.

*“We expect to set up to two fairs annually

Iran  Joins the International
Convention for Control and
Management of Ships® Ballast
Water and Sediments

The Islamic Republic of Iran has joined
the Intemational Convention for Control
and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water
and Sediments.

A single article in the convention allows
Iran to join the Intermnational Convention
for Control and Management of Ships’
Ballast Water and Sediments

According to the first note of convention,
Road and Transportation Ministry has been
delegated as the executive responsible of

MEWS

in Iran to introduce Syrian exportable
commoditics and the last day of the fair
will be dedicated to free sale of goods,”
he noted.

Welcoming the establishment of an
Iranian trade center in Syria, Javad said
besides exhibition the merchants from
the two countries can exchange needed
commercial data in the center

the Convention. The Iranian government
has the responsibility for modifying it.
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"Iran to be World's 12th Economy
In 2015

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad saysby
continuing the drive towards improving
its global economic standing, Iran will
become the world's 12th economy n the
space of five years.

“lran 15 currently the worlds 17th
largest cconomy.” Ahmadinejad
gaid in a news conference on the
sidelines of the 11th summil of the
Economic Cooperation Organization
{ECO) in the Turkish city of Istanbul.
“The country will boost its status of
the economy in the next five years
to present atself as the 12th largest
and strongest economy in the world.”
Headdedthat Tehrancurrentlyenjoysgood
and close relations with countries in the
Middle Eastregionas well as the world.
“Iran now plays an activerole indesigning
new economic models that center on a
foundation of justice and respect for all
nations,”™ Ahmadinejad underscored.
ECO is an intergovernmental regional
orgamization established mn 1985 by
Iran, Pakistan and Turkey with the aim
of promoting economic, technical and
cultural cooperation among member
states.

The orgamization was expanded in 1992
o include seven new members, namely
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan
and Uzbekistan.

Iran®s Economic Growth to Double:
The World Bank on its report on global
economy in 2010 predicted that Iran's
economic growth will become double in
2011.

Iran's economic growth wall reach 3
percent in 2001, World Bank predicted.
According to the report, Global Economic
Prospects 2011, the global economy will
go on recovering from the 2008 crisis
standing at 3.3 percent.

Although, the global economic growth
in 2011 will be lower than 3.9 percent in
2010, the report added.
World Bank has also predicted that Iran’s
economic growth in 2011 will increase to
3% from 1.5% in 2009,

Iran’s economic growth in 2012 will
also stand at 3%, World Bank predicted.
The average of economic growth for
Middle East has been predicted to
increase to 4.3% in 2011 from 3.3% in
2010.

The foreign direct investment (FDI) made
in Iran reached 2.9 billion in 2010,

The report also predicted that Iran’s
current accounts balance in 2011 will be
accounted for 6.7% of its GDP higher
than 6.1% in 2010,

Iransit of oods via lran on

Rise

The managing director of Trade
Promotion Orgamization of lran savs the
transit of goods to other countries via
Iran has had a huge increase.

Hamid Safdel said in a conference that
the amount of goods transferred through
Iran to other eountrnies mereased 38
percent in the first eight months of the
Iraman year (March 21 to November 21,



2010).

“About seven million tons of goods were
transited via Iran in the said time span,
marking a 33 percent growth in terms of
weight compared to the corresponding
period of the last year.™

He added that the transit of goods via lran
has been increasing during the past few
years, noting that about seven million
tons of goods worth $24.6 billion were
transited abroad in 2009, which indicates
an increase of 19 and 28 percent in lerms
of weight and value compared to 2008,
He named China, Turkmenistan,
LUzbekistan, Turkey and the UAE as the
countries with higher amounts of goods
transited via [ranian temmitories last year,
saying, “About 57 percent of the goods
rransited via Iran belonged o these
countrigs.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, Safdel
said according to the reports of the

Iran to Increase Ports™ Capacity
Managing director of Iran's Port and
Maritime Organization says the annual
capacity of Iranian ports will increase 1o
200 million tons by the end of the Fifth
Development Plan (2010-2015).
Atollah Sadr said that the current
capacity of the country's ports is about
150 mullion wns per year, which
will have a significant nse by the
end of the Fifth Development Plan.
The official added that more than 40
multipurpose small ports have been
constructed in the southern pars of the
country since last Iranian year, noting
that about 300 small ponts will also be
launched in the near future.

Sadr noted that the capacity of container
loading and unloading in the Islamic
Republic's ports is currently at about 4.4

NEWS

International Monetary Fund, Iran's
gross domestic product (GDP) in 2009
was 5343 billion, noting that the value
of goods transited via Iran last vear
was about $25 billion, which means the
transit sector constituted aboul seven

percent of the GDP last year; therefore,
it is quite significant and clearly hints at
the importance of the sector in generating
income for the country.

million per year which will increase to 7
million by the end of 2015.

Some 91 million tons of non-oil
commodities have been loaded and
unloaded in the first cight months of the
Iranian vear (started March 21,2010),
indicting a 15-percent growth against the
same period of the last year.

Port capacity is the estimated capacity
of a port or an anchorage to clear cargo,
usually expressed in tons, that may
be transported inland from a beach
or a port over the available means
of inland communication, including
roads, railroads, and inland waterways.
Iran‘s Fifth Five-Year Economic
Development Plan 15 part of the 20-Year
Outlook Plan (2005-2025), which is the
country's main blueprint for long-term
sustainable growth,
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Managing Director of PMO:

Iran has joined 23

International Conventions

INTERVIEW

The Intermational Marntime Organization
{(IMO) dedicated year 2010 to appreciate the
services of seamen. In that year Iran also
observed a “pational week for appreciating
seafarers™ in order to appreciate the services of
Iranian sailors.

During an interview with Payam-e Darya
magazing A, Sadr, Deputy Mimister of Road
and Transportation and head of Ports and
Maritime COrganization, lauded the Iranian
sailors and referred to reduction of marine
incidents in the country. The following is the
sum of the interview:

). How many conventions Iran has joined and

how the provisions of such conventions are
being observed?

A. 50 far Iran has joined 23 international
conventions and all these conventions are

compulsory. During the year 2010
the [Iranian parliament ratfied
five conventions and protocols
including Protocol on Preparedness,
Response and  Co-operation 1o
pollution Incidents by Hazardous
and Noxiows Substances,
International Convention for the
Control and Management of Ships'
Ballast Water and Sediments, Nairobi
International Convention on the
Removal of Wrecks, Intermational
Convention on Civil Liability for
Bunker Ol Pollution Damage and
Intemational Convention on  the
Control of Harmful Anti-fouling
Systems on Ships. These conventions
have been ratified in the Majlis and
are bemng transmitted to related organizations
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

Beside the above protocols and conventions
Iran has joined the Intemational convention
for preventing sea pollution, convention for
preventing vessel pollution, Convention on
the Intemnational Regulations for Preventing
Collisions at Sea, Intermational Convention
on Maritime Search and Rescue, International
Convention on Load Lines , passenger and
crew  safety in the sea, International Labor
convention, and etc. Some of these
conventions deal with environment, marine
operation and intermational regulations and
some are related to navigation standards and
safety of sailors.

Iran is one of the a ctive members of



Intermational Maritime Organization (IMO) and
also important members in the Middle East as
well.

During 2010 a convention was ratified by the
Intermational Labor Organization o review
the 2003 convention about documents related
to identification of seamen and a convention
for marine labor (MLC2006). The Ports and
Maritime Organization is supervising the
transmission of the approved conventions to
related parties through Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Ministry of Labor and Social
AfTairs.

). besides naming 2000 as the vear of seafarers,
a national week Tor shipping was also observed in
that year. What is the purpose of such festivals?
A. The shipping festival which appreciates the
work of sailors is held every year. Last year also
a shipping week festival was held to appreciate
the sailors. During such ceremonies the services
of hard working captains, shipping engineers
and sailors are duly appreciated.

As you know 90 percent of global commerce
15 via sea, 5o 95 percent of exports are handled
through seas and ports. In other words the sea
plays a leading role in the growth of economy
and transportation. Therefore, it is our duty to
appreciate the services of people who contribute
1o the intemational economic growth. Naming
vear 2010 for seamen is a symbaolic gesture 1o
appreciate and laud the services of seamen and
reward them for their efforts. In fact we must
appreciate the services of various employees of
the shipping industry including transportation,
sea services and those who contribute to the
safety and improvement of marine transportation
technology and standards, loading, discharging,
and expansion of global trade.

World Maritime Day 15 meticulously observed
in the country. In that connection IRIB and the
press can play an important role. On such a
day the public relations departments of various
maritime organizations must try to inform the
public about the services of our good secamen.
Regarding to the extent of our country, people
must know that a great bulk of economic activity

INTERVIEW

and transportation of goods is handled by the
shipping industry.

During every voyage a ship may be exposed to
many dangers such as stormy seas, dangerous
waves and accidents. As vet we have nol been
able to inform the people about the magnitude
of the difficuliies our seamen suffer in the
sea. Many institutions and equipment such
as communication networks, communication
svilems and satelhites
transportation. Many people are involved in
such activiies and suffer hardship to transfer
goods from one harbor to another harbor,

0. What is vour message (o our good sailors on
the occasion of World Maritime Day?

A. according 1o World Mantime Day 2010
which was named the year of seafarers it is
our duty to pay more attention to evervbody
directly involved in shipping industry in that
year. Seamen play a vital role for the growth of
the country’s economy, intemational trade and
transporting basic commaodities into the country
and musit be properly appreciated for their
important role. In fact no economic growth can
be achieved without the help of sailors.

contiibute o Seq
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